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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021, 10:00 am 
Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall, Hamilton 

 
Present: Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP, Chairman 

 Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP 
 Councillor George Scott, JP 
 Councillor Nicholas Swan 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 
 Michael Branco, JP - Associate Member 

  
Staff: CEO/City Secretary - Dwayne A. Caines, JP 

 COO/City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
 Director of Marketing & Communications – Jessica Astwood 
 Assistant City Engineer - Charles Waters 
 Public Relations Manager - Helen Zoellner 

  
Apologies: CFO/Acting City Secretary – Tanya Iris 

  
In Attendance: Mr. Gilbert A. Darrell, Founder and CEO of Horizon Communications 

Mr. Paul Clark, Horizon Communications 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 

2. Role of the Chairman 

Councillor John Harvey confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 10.00 am. 
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4. Apologies 

The CEO/City Secretary confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor R. Edwards 
who would be late. 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

5.1 Horizon Communications - Internet Equipment 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Gilbert A. Darrell, Founder and CEO of Horizon 
Communications and Mr. Paul Clark of Horizon Communications to present their request 
for access to COH poles for a short period to test Horizon Communications WiFi internet 
equipment in the City. 

Mr. Darrell outlined the vision for Horizon Communications to expand its WiFi internet 
coverage and CCTV cameras throughout the City, via 40 units within a mesh 
network.  Permission had been given to use BELCo poles.  Installation of the units would 
be in liaison with the COH. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Darrell and Mr. Clark and said that the Committee would 
consider the request and respond in due course. 

Mr. Darrell and Mr. Clark left the meeting at 10.21 am. 

Councillor Edwards joined the meeting at 10.21 am. 

6. Correspondence 

The Chairman referred to the letter from Mr. Dale Butler dated 14 April 2021 as it related to 
unfinished work on the Tills Hill Project.  The COO/City Engineer said that there had been a steep 
embankment on COH property which needed to be stabilised and made safe.  The bank would be 
excavated to lessen the gradient and prevent land slide at the rear of Mr. Butler's property.  Small 
remedial walls had been installed on the COH property.  It had been discovered that top soil 
covered the bank which had been removed to expose hard rock, which changed the initial plan 
and the rock surface to be reconfigured to present a terraced bank.  Small pockets of  soft rock 
had eroded, surrounded by hard rock, creating holes in the bank.  A structural engineer's report 
had been carried out and the bank had been deemed safe without issue, with a recommendation 
to monitor the bank.  Mr. Butler had concerns that the holes should be repaired.  The Mayor 
suggested that Mr. Butler be given a copy of the report to reassure him of the safety of the bank. 

ACTION: 

Arrange a meeting with Mr. Dale Butler at his property, with the Councillor Harvey, CEO/City 
Secretary and COO/City Engineer, to discuss the Till's Hill project.  (COO/City Engineer) 

7. Minutes of the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 12 May 2021 (Public Session) 

Proposed:  Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded:  Councillor N. Swan 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 
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8. Matters Arising from the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 12 May 2021 (Public 
Session) 

8.1 Emmanuel Baptist Church - Driveway 

Respond to the letter from TAG Ltd, The Architecture Group, and the request for financial 
assistance.  The COH would support the resurfacing of the driveway between the 
Emmanuel Church building and the Gordons Green park area, as the COH already had an 
easement agreement with the Church for access.  Request a detailed design with an 
accurate estimate of the cost.  The level of financial assistance would be agreed by 
Recommendation at the next meeting. (COO/City Engineer)   Discussions with the 
architect were ongoing. Action item had not been completed. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board approve the amount of $........................, as financial assistance to 
the Emmanuel Baptist Church for the resurfacing of the driveway between the 
Church and Gordons Green, in partnership for the existing easement for COH 
access to the park area. 

Tabled 
 

8.2 Bermuda Karting Club - Hamilton Grand Prix 

The Director of Marketing and Communications said that new dates for the Bermuda 
Karting Club - Hamilton Grand Prix event had been decided for 13 November 2021 and 14 
November 2021.  All preparations and permissions would begin again from scratch.  

Suggest to Mr. Scott Barnes, weekend dates in September 2021, instead of the proposed 
weekend of 15-16 May 2021, as it related to the Bermuda Karting Club Hamilton Grand 
Prix and the Government permissions for numbers gathering during COVID-19.  Action 
item completed. 

Once a weekend date in September 2021 had been confirmed, await the outcome of 
Mr. Scott Barnes' communications with Emmanuel Baptist Church and Government's 
permission on gatherings at that time, as it related to the Bermuda Karting Club 
Hamilton Grand Prix.  Action item completed. 

Contact Mr. Scott Barnes of the Bermuda Karting Club to thank him for his presentation 
at the Infrastructure Committee Meeting held on 17 February 2021.  Inform him that 
the Committee would support hosting the Grand Prix at a date and time to be agreed, 
providing the churches were in support and Government regulations regarding large 
gatherings of 6,000 people would be permitted.   Action item completed. 
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8.3 Island Trading 

Instruct the lawyer to send legal notice to Island Trading to the effect that the COH would 
not entertain a claim of ownership as it related to the containers utilising the car parking 
bays at Cavendish Street car park. (COO/City Engineer)  The COO/City Engineer said that, 
as the Cavendish Street car park barriers had been temporarily lifted, Island Trading had 
been permitted to use the car park until after the lockdown period.  Councillor Harvey 
said that the legal issues would be pursued. Action item had not been completed. 

8.4 Traffic Issues Review and Design Report 

Carry out community consultation on the proposals as it related to the change of use for 
the six (6) parking bays on Laffan Street and the six (6) parking bays on Washington Street. 
On hold. (City Engineer)  Action item had not been completed. 

8.5 Rose Cottage 

Send a letter to KPMG and companies on Par-La-Ville Road in order to find out if there 
would be any interest in leasing Rose Cottage for residential or commercial use, in its 
current state. (Public Relations Manager) The COO/City Engineer said that the letters 
were ready to be sent out.  Action item had not been completed. 

8.6 Angle Street and Union Street Junction 

Investigate the junction at Angle Street and Union Street, as it related to slowing the 
traffic entering Union Street and nearby parked cars.   The COO/City Engineer said that 
he had made a site visit and suggested that a speed bump could be installed on Angle 
Street approaching the junction with Union Street.  He said that parking at the junction 
was prohibited by a double yellow line, which had standing in law, and no space would 
be available with good visibility to install parking bays at the junction. Councillor Edwards 
suggested that a hatch box at the junction would be more visible to prevent vehicles 
parking at the junction.  A hatch box did not have standing in law. Discussion ensued. 
Action item completed. 

ACTION: 

Carry out PR with feedback form, to the residents in the area of the Angle Street and 
Union Street junction, as it relates to the proposal to install a speed bump on Angle Street 
approaching the junction with Union Street. (Public Relations Manager) 

8.7 Car Washing in the City 

Arrange a meeting with Councillor Brimmer, Councillor Edwards, Councillor Ming and 
the COO/City Engineer to discuss criteria and develop a discussion policy paper, as it 
relates to car washing in the City and make Recommendation to the Infrastructure 
Committee. CEO/City Secretary said that a proposed meeting date had been circulated 
and confirmation of attendance from the Members was awaited. Action item completed. 
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8.8 Reid Street Requests 

Respond to Mr. Michael Branco's letter dated 10 March 2021 as it related to requests 
by the retailers on the Reid Street extension; consideration would be given to the 15-
minute parking bay at Rock Island Coffee, consideration would be given to repositioning 
the sign at BluKids and Christmas lighting would be a first option should funds become 
available. Action item completed. 

8.9 Paradiso Cafe Ltd - Smoothie Machine Request 

Respond to the Paradiso Cafe Ltd's email dated 17 March 2021 with a Food Concession 
application in order to obtain further information, as it related to the request for a 
Smoothie Machine on the sidewalk at the Washington Mall on Reid Street. Further 
details were awaited. COO/City Engineer said that further details had been obtained and 
discussed.  The smoothie machine and stand would be broken down at the close of 
business each day.  The initiative would encompass the Alfresco Policy as an extension of 
the business to the sidewalk, and a Vending permit.  A vending contract had been sent to 
Paradiso Cafe Ltd with notification of the fee of $800 per quarter.  The Committee was 
requested to consider a reduction in the fee amount.  

Discussion took place on other types of retailers who may wish to display their 
merchandise on the sidewalk outside of their business frontage to attract customers.  The 
COO/City Engineer said that five (5) feet of clear walking space would be required at the 
frontage of any retailer.  It would be the City's intention to assist retailers to remain open 
during COVID-19.  Councillor Harvey said that changes and challenges should be 
embrassed.  The Mayor said that many years ago in Hamilton, merchandise was displayed 
outside of the of the retailers frontage in certain areas.  The COO/City Engineer said that 
sidewalk displays would be a precursor to pedestrianisation. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Infrastructure Committee approve the Vending Permit fee for Paradiso Cafe Ltd 
(Chatterbox Cafe), be reduced by half to $400 for the first quarter, to be reviewed for 
October 2021, as Paradiso Cafe Ltd were a City ratepayer and did not hold a liquor license, 
as it relates to the installation of a smoothie machine at the frontage of its bricks and 
mortar premises, together with the Alfresco Dining Policy which is currently free of 
charge.  

Unanimous 
 

8.10 Sun Life International - Signage Plans 

Respond to the planning application for two (2) Sun Life International signs to be 
installed on the Washington Properties building on the Church Street side.  The 
Infrastructure Committee had approved to waiver the restrictions in the Advertising Act 
as it related to the size of the signs, however, illumination of the signs would not be 
permitted. Action item completed.  
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8.11 Horizon Communications 

Invite Mr. Gilbert A. Darrell of Horizon Communications, to present at the Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting to be held on 9 June 2021, as it related to the request to trial a high 
speed internet system. Action item completed. 

8.12 Mayor's Parlour - Audio Visual Upgrade 

Prepare a new layout for the Mayor's Parlour incorporating audio visual equipment and 
table solutions, to be presented at the next Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be 
held on 9 June 2021.  The COO/City Engineer presented an executive board room flexible 
modular table system with seating for 24, with various configurations.  Each table would 
be solid wood, edged in mahogany with a laminate inlay on the top and would be fitted 
with centralised ports for power and data.  The layouts would be aligned from the existing 
Mayor's desk for meetings.  The modular table system would replace the existing 
furniture.  The audio visual unit would be installed on the wall opposite the windows to 
the front.  The cost would be for ten (10) tables at $4,500 per table and delivery would be 
within ten (10) weeks from issue of purchase order.  The office renovation budget would 
be used to fund the purchase of the tables and the audio visual unit.   

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Infrastructure Committee approve the purchase of an executive board room 
flexible modular table system with seating for 24, from Paul Downs Custom Furniture in 
Pennsylvania, to be used in the Mayor's Parlour.  The cost would be for ten (10) tables at 
$4,500 per table. 

Unanimous 
 

8.13 Community Bulletin Board 

Invite Ms. Alicia Virgil and Ms. Nadine Clarke-Dillas to present the design for the 
Community Bulletin Board at the next Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be held on 9 
June 2021. (CEO/City Secretary) Action item had not been completed. 

Make recommendation on the Community Bulletin Board size, location, mounting and 
display criteria. (COO/City Engineer) Action item had not been completed. 

8.14 Naming the Park Area at the Corner of Court and Dundonald Streets 

Submissions for a name for the park area on the corner of Court Street and Dundonald 
Street, would be received from the Infrastructure Committee and the Residents Advisory 
Committee members, at the next meetings. (CEO/City Secretary) 

Councillor Edwards wished to submit the name of "Dudley Eve Park" and read a letter 
which she had received from the granddaughter of Alfred Dudley Tucker Eve.  Mr. Eve 
had been a prominent and respected citizen in the City and had owned and lived in the 
house on the property from 1942 until 1968.  Mr. Eve had affiliations with Bermuda 
football and had been inducted into the Bermuda Sports Hall of Fame.  Councillor 
Edwards and Councillor Brimmer proposed that it would be appropriate to name the park 
after him.  
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The COO/City Engineer and the Director of Marketing and Communications, wished to 
submit the name of "Gordon's Green" to acknowledge Edgar Fitzgerald Gordon, a 
physician, parliamentarian, civil-rights activist and labour leader in Bermuda.  He 
championed the cause of Bermudian workers and fought for equal rights for black 
Bermudians, thereby laying the groundwork for much of the political and social change 
that came about after his death in 1955.  In 2011, Gordon was honoured as a National 
Hero of Bermuda with other posthumous honours he has been accorded include the 
Peace & Social Justice Award 2016 from the Roman Catholic Church of Bermuda. 
(Wikipedia)  Councillor Ming said that the Residents Advisory Committee had decided 
that E.F. Gordon had already been recognised on the block. 

The Mayor suggested historical research be carried out on the identity of the first black 
councilman of Hamilton. 

The COO/City Engineer suggested that a bronze plaque with the new name of the park, 
together with supporting text of the history, be erected at the stop of the stairs from the 
street level down into the park. 

ACTION: 

Make a search of the historical records to confirm and expand on the life of the first black 
councilman of Hamilton, as it relates to the naming of the park area on the corner of Court 
Street and Dundonald Street.  (Public Relations Manager) 

8.15 Docksiders - Additional Alfresco Dining 

Write to Docksiders in response to the request for an additional alfresco area directly 
above the existing alfresco area by means of a scaffolding platform, to deny the request 
due to concerns about the scale and safety of the scaffolding to patrons and the 
public.  Action item completed. 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

That the Board approve the Public Session of the Corporation of Hamilton Board Meetings on 
Zoom, would be viewed live via YouTube.  Public participation/presentations would be known 
before the meetings and the items added to the Agenda in the usual way, with zoom invitations 
sent to the public participants for the duration of the participation/presentations.  Thereafter, 
participants could join the public viewing of the zoom meetings being broadcast via YouTube. 

That the Board approve Alfresco Dining at Port O Call and Astwood Arms restaurants on Front 
Street, Hamilton. 

10. Recommendations for Review 

There were no Recommendations for review. 
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11. Status Updates 

11.1 Marketing & Communication 

- Bermuda Karting Club - Hamilton Grand Prix - now on 13/14 November 2021  

- Orion Viking Cruises activation from 16 July, at disembarkation - live entertainment, 
Town Crier, Rum Swizzle - dignatory event for Orion Viking Cruises in evening, Mayor to 
attend 

- World Triathlon press conference 15 June 2021 - City Hall steps - Mayor and Town Crier 

- Launch of Freedom Square - 2 July 2021 invitations have been sent out - awaiting 
Government approval 

- Scavenger Hunt - 16/17 July and 23/24 July - City businesses and establishments 

- Taste of Bermuda dive in - September 2021 - chefs and vendors with local cuisine 

- Halloween drive in movie 

- Christmas drive in Movie 

11.2 Take Note:  Project Charters 2021 

- Albuoys Point Development - underway 

- Victoria Street bathrooms renovation  - underway 

- HR Training Room construction - underway 

- Tenders due for Pier-6 renovation 

- Fort Hamilton design work - underway 

- Theatre dressing Room design - underway 

- Washington Lane - preparation for September start underway 

The Operations Manager had resigned and would be leaving the COH at the end of June 
2021. 

12. Budget Wish List 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Request for Designated Parking Bays - BPS 

The Chairman referred to a email dated 27 May 2021 received from the Criminal 
Investigations Unit & Drugs Unit of the Bermuda Police Service, requesting two (2) 
dedicated parking bays for the BPS at the Andrews Building located at 51 Church Street, 
in order to respond in a timely manner.  The CEO/City Secretary said that the COH had 
previously allocated dedicated parking bays for the BPS. The COO/City Engineer said that 
there was currently a query on this building relating to non-payment of taxes.  The 
Committee did not consider that dedicated parking bays for this department of the police 
was warranted and therefore denied the request.  
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ACTION: 

Respond to the email dated 27 May 2021 from the Criminal Investigations Unit & Drugs 
Unit of the Bermuda Police Service, as it relates to the request for two (2) dedicated 
parking bays for the BPS at the Andrews Building located at 51 Church Street.  The request 
had been denied.  (CEO/City Secretary) 

13.2 Bike Parking Bays 

Forwarded from the Residents Advisory Committee Meeting held on 3 June 2021, as it 
relates to ticketing of bikes parked on the sidewalks as the issue of bike parking bays 
had not been addressed. The COO/City Engineer said that requests for bike parking would 
be received via email together with a photograph of the location.  It should be noted that 
the provision of bike parking bays would replace car parking bays and this would apply to 
North Street where there had been no room to add bike parking without reconfiguring a 
residential parking bay. Action item completed. 

13.3 Safety at Par-La-Ville Car Park 

The Mayor referred to a missing railing at the Par-La-Ville car park, on the edge of 20ft 
drop.  This should be replaced urgently as it presented a danger to pedestrians.  

ACTION: 

Make urgent repair to the railing on the edge of a 20ft drop at the Par-La-Ville car 
park. (COO/City Engineer) 

13.4 Request to Install Hand Sanitizer Units 

The CEO/City Secretary had received a request from Kevin of GetSecurityBda, for the 
Infrastructure Committee to consider a school initiative to place hand sanitizer units 
around the City to promote the Government's initiative to stay safe and sanitized at all 
times. The units would be free-standing, hands-free sanitizer dispensers, with advertising 
space for two (2) businesses, as well as the Corporation of Hamilton, with the message of 
Staying Clean in the City. The sanitizer is made locally by a young entrepreneur and would 
be free to use.  The units would be filled and maintained by GetSecurityBda. Cameras 
could be installed in the unit.  Images of the units were circulated. Legally the COH would 
ensure that the hand sanitizers had met a Government standard for public usage and 
therefore be approved by a Government agency.  The COH regulations state that no 
advertising would be permitted. 

ACTION: 

Respond to the request from Kevin at GetSecurityBda for hand sanitizing units to be 
placed throughout the City.  It may be possible provided that the sanitizer lotion is 
approved for public use by a Government agency, however the COH cannot permit 
advertising on the unit. (CEO/City Secretary) 

14. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

Seconded:  Councillor R. Edwards 


